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Where we know what it is to be a learner 

A HERO is an ordinary individual who finds the strength to 

persevere and endure in spite of overwhelming obstacles. 

-Christopher Reeve 
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In the Sunday Herald last weekend you may have seen this as a 

headline and article. 

In my previous school, Northcote Primary, they asked the      

students what qualities they wanted their new principal to have. 

Many of them said things such as caring, have rainbow hair, 

give us cuddles, be funny, show our values and then,            

‘like Batman’. 

It made me ponder on what I had achieved in my time there, the 

expectations that the children have of the principal, their     

perceptions about school, and what the school leader can do. I 

think I met a lot of those expectations and aspire to achieve 

them here also, but Batman, that’s a big ask. Then I thought a 

bit more about who are the real superheroes in society. 

 

Superhero definitions I could find: 

 a fictional character who has amazing powers (such as 

the ability to fly)  

 a very heroic person 

How about: 

 Mum, dad, grandma, granddad, aunty, teacher, nurse… 

 The people who do dangerous work who are real-life 

superheroes who deserve our gratitude. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wikipedia says many superhero characters display the        

following traits: 

Extraordinary powers or abilities. Superhero powers vary   

widely; superhuman strength, the ability to fly, enhanced     

senses, and the projection of energy bolts are all common. 

 A strong moral code, including a willingness to risk one's 

own safety in the service of good without expectation of      

reward. 

 A distinctive costume, often used to conceal their secret      

identity. 

 

 

How many of these characteristics could be attributed to the 

actions of people we know in their everyday lives? 

Our school motto is ‘Aim High’ and if that means striving to 

achieve greatness and have superhero attributes then I         

say ‘Let’s be ambitious and try for that’. 

 

Who are your superheroes? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fond farewells to some of our school superheroes 

The staff leaving Helensville to venture off to new superhero 

horizons have shown great dedication and care in their time 

with us. We will miss the contributions that have made and the 

skills they have brought to the school and community. As in      

all careers, we look for different opportunities as educators      

to further our knowledge and experience, and we                 

wish them great success in their new positions.  

We say goodbye to Paul Toghill, Andree Goodyer,                

Sam  Oldfield, Ashleigh Valentine and Jonas Mahler. 

Welcome to our new superheroes for 2017 

Deb Franke, Team Leader Year 5&6, Bronwyn Conlogue,  

Anoushka Carnie, Maddison Ruffley-Stainer, Fran Holmes and 

Jed Stanton. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ehara taku toa i te toa takitahi engari he toa takimano 

My strength is not that of an individual but that of the collective 

 

Deborah Heasman 

Principal 

NEWSLETTER NO. 20 
14 DECEMBER 2016 

Thanks to GJ Gardner Homes who kindly           

supported our younger students by donating 

spare sunhats for our junior classrooms. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Superpower_%28ability%29
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NZ Uniforms will be opening a 

‘pop up shop’ selling all of our 

school uniform items, in  

Room 6 on the 24th of Jan from       

9.30am - 12:30pm 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  - TERM 4 2016 

14th December Year 8 Graduation Dance 

16th December Last day of Term 4 - End of year assembly 1:30pm 

7th February First day of Term 1 2017 

13th -24th February Seniors and Upper Middle Swimming  

23rd February Years  5-8 Swimming Sports (save day 24th Feb) 

27th Feb - 10th March Lower Middle and Juniors Swimming 

10th March Lower Middle and Juniors Swimming ‘Show Off’ day 

28th March Norwest Swimming Years 6-8 

31st March Norwest Tennis Years 7-8 

13th April Last day of Term 1 

 

End of Year Assembly      

Friday 16th December @ 1:30pm  

 

 

 

We look forward to seeing you all 

there to help 

celebrate our 2016 learners 

Wishing all our families and school community a    

happy and safe holiday season.  Our school office will 

be open from Thursday 2nd February 2017.            

See you all next year!  

Anna Dawson and Sonya Page are 
taking maternity leave 
for 2017 for their      
forthcoming superhero 
status.   We wish them 

lots of sleep when their bundles 
of joy arrive and look forward to 
meeting them in the new year. 

Soon to be Superhero Mums 

Last week, our kapa   

haka group performed at 

the hui for Nga Maunga 

Whakahii o Kaipara.  The 

children shone under 

the leadership of Matua 

Ruka.  We have greatly 

appreciated Matua Ruka’s expertise and knowledge 

when working with our children this year, and wish him 

all the very best for the work he is undertaking in 2017 

at Massey High School. 

Boys Only Class 2017 
We are excited to confirm that because of our boy heavy numbers in 2017 we will have a Year 6/7 boys only class next 

year.  Based in Room 8, they will be a part of the senior team.  We had over 50 students whose parents indicated they 

would be keen to have their son considered for this class.  As for all of our classes the final group was put together based 

on creating an overall balance and each boy's friendship choices.   Unfortunately, Mr Oldfield resigned this week so the 

wonderful Mrs Nikki Hill will be taking this class while we advertise for a fabulous replacement. 
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Year Room Teacher 

1 1 Miss Tracey Buchanan 

1 2 Miss Shona Paterson 

   

1/2 3 Mrs Katrina Booth (Team Leader) 

2 4 Mr Jed Stanton 

2 7 Mrs Julie Hudson 

2/3 16 Ms Lindsay Howie 

   

3/4 17 Whaea Kelly Clark 

3/4 18 Ms Fran Holmes 

3/4 19 Miss Stephanie Greenhalgh 

3/4 20 Mrs Yana Kok 

3/4 21 Whaea Waratah Taogaga 

   

6 22 Miss Deborah Franke (Team Leader) 

5 12 TBC 

5/6 23 Miss Maddison Ruffley-Stainer 

5/6 24 Mrs Jennie Clark 

   

6/7 8 Mrs Nikki Hill 

7/8 10 Mrs Bronwyn Conlogue 

7/8 11 Miss Anoushka Carnie 

7/8 14 Mrs Nicole Stokes 

7/8 15 Miss Alana Mill (Team Leader) 
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Room 22’s Luscious Lines 
 

As I walk swiftly down the long dusty road with no idea where I am, a nasty smell overwhelms me 
- Hayden 
 

My dark, dim thoughts were drenched in thick poison, covering and killing other thoughts.  
- Emma 

 
He knows he needs to work with what he’s got, 

making his way to the top. 
Eight years in the makin’ patiently waiting for his star to be struck. - Jamie 

 

I had walked straight into a hole covered by a large net of leaves. I could hear strange noises coming from the 

distance. The low tones echoed into my ear and through my neural pathways. - Rakaia 

 

As I run through the enchanted forest, I trip and fall. As I get up I look down at my   

swollen leg. To my dismay, there is a humongous piece of broken glass (30cm long), 

gorged into my flesh. I paused… - Caleb 

 

The ground was covered in dust. I dawdled aimlessly around the reckless, insignificant 
ground. - Kayla 
 

Craig bit his lip, not wanting to tell him what he was doing. He could already imagine what Harry was gonna say. 
Pathetic wuss- 
“So are you just gonna stand there or what?” - Pippa 

 
The cold was intolerable. 

Blood seeped down my hand into the raw lake. 
I could see it drip down and disappear into a flood of water. 

I sat silently, I could hear every breath… - Liam 
 

 

Disastrous, unfair, unbreakable, impossible…peaceful? - Alexis 

 

The pleasing sun (unhurriedly, gently) rose through the crevice on the mountainside, 

making a slit of sunlight pierce the east side of the mountain, through to me on the 
west. - Regan 
 

“Annie!” Mac wailed. 
“Mac!” cried the distant voices of Douglas, Rhea, Kyla and Jax. “Stop!” Mac ignored them and 
continued sprinting across the African plain. They watched in despair. - Bella 
 

The tears ran down my face as I fell onto my bed. The blood stained 
my white tank top. The cuts on my arm haunted me. - Stacey 
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Congratulations to Tarek Colson from Room 

20 who has received his SECOND Gold 

Award for Mathletics.  Outstanding Tarek! 

Buying School Shoes for 2017? 

 

Please ensure that your child’s school shoes 

are all black (including the soles of the shoe).  

Boys socks are navy blue and girls are white. 

Has your child outgrown their  

school uniform? 

We welcome any donations of second 
hand uniform for our school office.  

Alternatively, we can sell uniform on 
your behalf. 

To the parents and caregivers of Helensville Primary School, and 

the wider Helensville Community . . . 

The Home & School Committee would like to say a big THANK 

YOU for supporting our fundraising events over 2016. We have 

raised approximately $20,000 which will go towards a new sen-

ior playground in the school. 

We wish everyone a fun, relaxing and safe summer holiday. 

 

Thanks to Parakai Springs 

for supplying free  

child passes for all students 

at our school. 

Congratulations on coming 1st!! Thanks to all the 

students, parents and staff who were involved. 

Thanks to Pita Pit Helensville for sponsoring 

our end of term citizenship award recipients, 

with a voucher for a yummy child’s pita. 
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Name  Event Place 
Tia Morehu Shot Put 3rd 

Riley SouthernVasey Discus 2nd= 

Abby Van Heerden 200m 1st 

Oscar Oliver-Chambers 400m 

1500m 

Discus 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

Jamie-Lee Binks 400m 

800m 

1st 

1st 

Levi Lewis 200m 3rd 

Stella Anderson High Jump 1st 

Angelina Zickert 100m 

200m 

Discus 

Long Jump 

1st 

1st 

1st 

1st 

Amy Fisher High Jump 2nd = 

Jalayne Te Paa Shot Put 2nd 

James Attenborough 100m 

200m 

3rd 

3rd 

Jessi Wells 400m 

800m 

2nd 

2nd 

Jamie Teague 200m 

400m 

1500m 

1st 

2nd 

2nd 

Peti Tavui Shot Put 1st 

Relays  

Girls Relay 1st 

Boys Relay 3rd 

Overall points for the day  

1st Helensville School 54 points  

2nd Marina View 26 points 

3rd Massey 25 points 

Congratulations to Helensville 

Primary for winning the  

Norwest Athletics Cup  

Second year in a row!!!! 
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Thanks to the support from Paper Plus, Helensville…you can buy a  

Helensville School stationery pack, with just about everything* you need 

for the whole school year at one of the cheapest prices you will find.  All 

the hard work has been done for you.  No trying to find the right books 

or standing in queues on a hot summer’s day.  

Packs will be ready to pick up in store from 9th January 2017 

* Some items sold at school - see individual stationery lists 

Example of a Year 7/8 pack 

 

BUYING STATIONERY FOR 2017 

JUST GOT A WHOLE LOT EASIER! 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3/4 Year 5/6 Year 7/8 

RRP $160.99 RRP $164.77 RRP $142.43 RRP $141.12 RRP $171.13 

Back to School 

Sales $111.80 

Back to School 

Sales $116.67 

Back to School 

Sales $73.71 

Back to School 

Sales $70.16 

Back to School 

Sales $76.83 

Your price 

$60 

Your price 

$65 

Your price 

$55 

Your price 

$55 

Your price 

$60 
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Enrol now for instrumental music lessons  
with MusicRoom in 2017. 

MusicRoom offers individual and group lessons 
on a range of instruments at school. 

For information please contact Kathy on 021 689 005. 

Check out http://kidsonboard.co.nz for ideas of 
places to go with your kids over the summer 

holidays. Whether you’re staying at home,  
visiting relatives or away on holiday, there are 

lots of activities covering the whole country - all 
recommended by other families! 

Disclaimer: These are  community notices that are no way 
connected with Helensville School.  Parents should make 

their own judgements as to the safety and suitability of any 
of these programs for their children. 

School Holiday Program at Kumeu Cricket Club 
  
Kumeu Cricket Club will be running school holiday cricket programs at 
Huapai Domain, Kumeu. 
16th-17th-18th January  
Year 1 - Year 6 Softball (Boys &  Girls) . (9:30am - 12:30pm) (Cost: $35 
per day or $100 for all three days) 
Year 5-Year 7 (Hardball) . 1pm - 
3pm (Cost: $30 per day of $80 for all 
three days) 

 

To register please visit our website 
for details www.kumeucricket.com or 
phone Director of Cricket Tazz Satti 
on 0211412254   
 

 

Helensville RFC is putting in Rippa teams 

and we want you! 

Are you 7/8, 9/10 or 11/12 years old? 

Want to give Rippa Rugby a go?  

North Harbour Rugby will again run a Junior Club 

Girls Rippa Saturday morning competition in 2017. 

The season starts on the 6th May and runs through 

until 27th August. Your local club is Helensville RFC, 

so get your friends together and come join their 

team. For more information contact Sarah Harrison 

(sarahalice@hotmail.com, 0212016479) OR Sarah 

McIlroy – Women’s Development Officer at NHRU 

(sarah@harbourrugby.co.nz, 0211938716).        

Register at your Local Club to Play! 

http://kidsonboard.co.nz/
http://www.kumeucricket.com/
mailto:sarah@harbourrugby.co.nz
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