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NEWSLETTER 

Where we know what it is to be a learner 

I spent at least twenty minutes trying to find a suitable quote on 

‘goals’ to lead into this newsletter piece. There seems to be an 

endless stream of motivational sayings out there! In the end, I 

settled for this quite simple one because it tells the truth: Decide 

what you want, decide what you are willing to exchange for it… 

and go to work. 
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It was great to celebrate the success of so many of 

our students at our end-of-term prize-giving, including 

those who received certificates and those who took 

part in one of the many performances. At this special 

assembly, I spoke about the importance of sharing 

our goals with someone who will encourage us to keep 

stretching for them. In my case, it was sharing my 

goals with Mr Brunton that led me to leap off a 

platform onto a crash mat during an obstacle race; 

while this is something others might find easy, for me 

it was definitely a challenge since I’m a fan of   

retaining some connection with the ground. If I  

hadn’t been reminded of my pre-race goals, I might 

not have taken that step. 

In the holidays I read that Richard Branson carries 

his goals around in a notebook. He too is a believer 

in the  value of sharing our goals with significant 

people in our lives. It’s reported that Mr Branson 

looks at his goals five or six times every day. What 

is of even greater significance is that when he does 

this he asks himself, ‘What small thing have I done 

to move further towards achieving this goal today?’ 

It’s helpful when children are asked about their goals. 

If they’ve got a goal in writing (and at Helensville 

School they all have) asking them what small steps or 

actions they might take today to move them towards 

their goal can be powerful. It can be something as 

simple as, ‘Today I’ll write one or two more     

sentences than I usually do’ or ‘I’ll slow down and 

make sure I put in full stops and capital letters as I 

write’. Discussing what can be done at home to   

provide further support for learning is also valuable. 

You will find some suggestions for this in your child’s 

end of term report. 

As steps are taken and our children are successful 

with their learning, it’s important that these are    

celebrated, both at school and at home. Our learners 

need to know that we notice the hard work they are 

putting in and are willing to take the time to 

acknowledge their progress and achievement.   

All of our teaching teams have spent time working 

together over the break to ensure our children    

experience another fruitful term of learning at  

Helensville School. As always, we are keen to do this 

in partnership with our parents. It would support our 

learners if all families could talk this week about what 

it is your children want to achieve in their learning, 

what they are willing to exchange (or do) to achieve 

this, and a reminder that the last step is nearly   

always to, ‘go to work.’ At Helensville School, we 

know what it is to be a learner! 

Kia Manawanui  

Be Stout-hearted  

Kia Kaha 

Be Strong 

Eileen Brunton 

Congratulations to Room 8! 

You have made it into the TOP 50 in New Zealand on  

Mathletics.   

Keep Aiming High! 

NEWSLETTER NO. 11 
27TH JULY 2016 
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Life Focus 
 

4th and 11th August 
 

For Upper Middle and Seniors 
 
 

Please let your child’s teacher know if 
you do not want your child to attend. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  - TERM 3 2016 

28th July Rippa Y3-Y6 Riverhead (save day 2nd August) 

2nd August Ski Team training 

2nd August Netball Norwest 

3rd August NED presentation 

4th August Life Focus Y5-Y8 

5th August Junior 100 day party 

9th August NW Netball 

9th August Ski Team training 

10th August HPS Cross Country Y5-Y8 (save day 12th August) 

11th August Life Focus Y5-Y8 

16th August ‘The Perfect Gift’ Show and Workshop 

19th August Kaipara Cross Country Y5-Y8 

22nd—26th August North Island Ski Champs Y7/8 

29th Aug—2nd Sept North Island Ski Champs Y1-Y6 

24th August Helensville netball team photos from 10am 

25th August Maori and Pasifika girls celebration evening 

1st September Farewell assembly for Mrs Brunton 1:30pm 

5th—9th September AIMS week 

 
Can all juniors   
and lower middle  
children please have 
a change of clothes 
in their bag in case 
they fall over in 
the mud.  

Ag Day 2016 
We are a term away from our school’s biggest fundraising 
event of the year, Ag Day!  

The Home and School Committee are on the lookout for prizes 
for our hugely popular Mega Raffle. If you have any contacts at 
all (family, friends, neighbours, businesses you frequent) 
please ask them (beg them!) for a donation on our behalf.  
Contact our Home and School representatives, Reagan  027 493 
4808 or Alison 021 248 1620 if you need an official request on 
letterhead.                            

Email: homeandschool@helensville.school.nz 

Animals born between 1st July and 30th September inclusive, 
and fully cared for and fed by the student, will be eligible to 
enter into our large animal competition (lambs, calves, kid 
goats.) See Miss Tracey Buchanan in Room 1 if you would like 
more specific information around this. She will be 
asking to see competitors later in the term. Let 
the office know if you are on the lookout for a 
lamb, we often have farmers calling to offer 
them to us.  

If your child has succeeded in 
events outside of 
school, we would 
love to hear from 
you.  

School Lunches  

 Position available 

 

 

We are currently looking for a reliable, qualified person 

to take over our school lunches, starting as soon as 

possible. 

Please send a copy of your menu, prices and          

qualifications to the school office by Friday 29th July. 
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Welcome 

A very warm welcome to our new students and their families: 

Micaela, Caia, Jackson, Lachlan and Benjamin 

It’s lovely to have you at our wonderful school. 

We’re holding the adidas School Fun-Run as a major fundraising event this year! The 

event will be held in conjunction with the school cross country on 10th August 2016 

for Upper Middle and Senior students (Years 5-8) and on 25th August for Junior 

and Lower Middle students (Years 0-4)! This is a sponsorship based fundraiser, and 

we’re looking to raise funds towards purchasing a new gazebo and sporting equip-

ment, so all help is appreciated! 

The School Fun-Run promotes healthy and active lifestyles to our students in a fun and engaging way! 

It’s all about participation and we’re organising a great day for our school community. Family support is 

key to our fundraising success and we encourage all students to get involved. 

Keep your eyes peeled for the sponsorship forms which were sent home with your child at the end of last 

term. Students who raise just $10 or more will receive a reward for their effort. 

In the sponsorship form you will also find many other benefits like the chance to win a Samsung Tablet 

every month! 

The adidas School Fun-Run is a healthy fundraiser that ensures all schools have a viable alternative to junk 

food fundraising. The event sends the right message to students about having fun while getting involved 

and being active. Thanks for supporting your child’s wellbeing and our school in raising money towards the 

new gazebo and sporting equipment. 

  

The Board of Trustees of Helensville Primary School would 

like to invite our school community to attend a farewell    

assembly for Mrs Brunton on  

Thursday 1st September at 1.30pm  
 

Followed by an afternoon tea for parents and other      

members of the community to say their farewells, in the 

school hall until 4.00pm  
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HPS CROSS COUNTRY 
The Upper Middle and Senior School (Years 5-8) cross country will be on Wednesday 10th August (with a save date of Friday 12th 

August). Classes will leave school to walk down to Rautawhiri Park at 11:10am. Below are some of the details you need about the 

event.  

  

 
 

Your child will need to come to school in full uniform but will also need: 

 Suitable clothing to run in, if possible a t-shirt or sweat shirt in their house colour  

 Shoes to walk down to the event. This is a must.  

 Food and water for the day (morning tea will be eaten at school to reduce litter) 

 Change of clothing / warm clothing in case of wet weather 

 

Approximate Time Year Group Distance 

11:45 am Year 5 Girls 2000m 

  Year 5 Boys 2000m 

12:15 pm Year 6 Girls 2500m 

  Year 6 Boys 2500m 

12:45 pm Year 7 Girls 3000m 

  Year 7 Boys 3000m 

1:15  pm Year 8 Girls 3500m 

  Year 8 Boys 3500m 

1:40  pm Clean-up / pack up   

NETBALL NEWS 

 

 

Can we please have all netball trophy’s from the 2015 season 

returned to the school office as soon as possible. 

Netball team photos will be on Wednesday 24th August from 10am.  

Please bring your netball uniform and shoes to school on this day. 

Coaches and managers are invited to attend team photos, more details 

to come around specific team times. 
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Mathletics 
 

As you will be aware, students at Helensville School are now part of the Mathletics online learning community – joining 

over 4 million other students around the world.  

This is largely due to the generosity of the Helensville Lions who have pledged funding for the next three years to    
enable students at our school to enjoy the benefits of access to Mathletics.  This has meant that the cost per year to 
families is massively reduced from $28 per student to $10 per student per year.  Thank you so much Helensville Lions. 

Mathletics is the world’s leading online numeracy resource, helping students to love learning and achieve greater    
results through engaging content that perfectly matches their school curriculum.  

 

 

About Mathletics 
 

The focal points of the Mathletics program are the curriculum activities and Live Mathletics 
sections.  

Interactive Curriculum activities 

 Adaptive activities that respond to your child’s needs 

 Instant marking and feedback. 

 Animated support guides 

 Students earn rewards for completion of activities 

Live Maths 

 A powerful, and highly engaging, real-time mathematical “race”, with students connecting 
with others from their own class or the other side of the world. 

 Reinforces learning from the curriculum challenges. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Register as a parent. It’s free. 

Your child’s progress can be delivered to you in one simple, convenient weekly email. To register, simply visit 
www.mathletics.com/parent and complete the short form provided. This will also provide you with access to the Parent 
Console where you can find certificates to print, a student progress ‘check up’ and much more.  

 

 

   

 

 

To gain the greatest understanding of how Mathletics can benefit your child, we encourage you to spend time looking 
at Mathletics with them.  

 

 

About Mathletics 

Get involved. Become a Mathletics parent. 

How you can help your child learn with Mathletics 

Please see your child’s teacher for more information 

http://www.mathletics.com/parent
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Complete homework tasks set by the teacher 
  

 

Work on “blue bar or medal” activities yet to be mastered. Complete each activity at least three times 
or until mastery is achieved. You will be asked different questions each time you repeat an activity. 

 

Use the Support Centre to view worked examples, which will help you to improve your understanding 
of concepts you are yet to master. 

 

Improve your speed and accuracy with basic operations by attempting bonus levels on Live Math-
letics, and earn credits when you beat your personal best. Just 10 minutes at the beginning or end of 
each session on Mathletics is all it takes. 

 
  

 

Widen your bank of strategies and expand mathematical knowledge by: 
  

looking up terms in the Concept Search tool. You can minimise this window to come back to it if you 
get stuck on a word or concept when completing practice activites or tasks. 

Exploring Problem Solving activities and Rainforest Maths (Primary) and eBooks, Interactives, and 
Videos(Secondary) 

  

 

Motivators - Earn a Participation Certificate every week by earning at least 1000 points between Mon-
day and Sunday.  Aim for a gold certificate by working consistently for at least 20 weeks. 

 Adobe Flash Player 1.6 or higher 

 Supported web browsers – Google Chrome, Internet Explorer 8 or higher, Mozilla Firefox 12 or higher, Safari 5 or 
higher.  

 For a full range of technical requirements head to: http://www.3plearning.com/tech/mathletics/#pcmac 

 

Mathletics on the go: You can also download the Mathletics App for iPad and selected Android tablets.  Download from 
the Apple app or the Google play store.  For a full list of details: http://www.3plearning.com/mathletics/studentapp/ 
 

  Keep in touch 

 

 

 

 
 

Mathletics is powered by the team here at 3P Learning, If you have any questions please email customerserv-
ice@3plearning.co.nz or phone 0800 375 327.   

 

The Mathletics Team 

Keep in touch 

http://www.3plearning.com/mathletics/studentapp/
mailto:customerservice@3plearning.co.nz
mailto:customerservice@3plearning.co.nz
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Room 10 Writing – Descriptive Seasons 
 

Autumn 
 

Remember that time 
when you were dancing under the moulting trees through red, brown and orange 

leaves? 
That was autumn. 

 
Remember that time 

when you woke up on a Monday morning and you looked out your window and saw 
the tall oak looking bare as a spine 

and the few remaining leaves were gripping the branches with all their might? 
That was autumn. 
By Jacinda Meikle 

 

Spring 

 

Remember when you woke up and didn’t want to get out of bed. 

When you stood on dew on a rainy day? 

That was spring. 

 

Remember that time fog cruelly pinched your toes and fingers and your shivering spine? 

Remember seeing all the baby lambs? 

That was spring. 

 

Remember when you were getting out of bed and all the warmth drained out of you as if you 

were a plug being pulled? 

Outside you couldn’t hear those howling winds. 

That was spring. 

By Christian Reid 
 

 
 

Winter in Rarotonga 
 

Have you ever felt winter in Rarotonga? Yes, trust me, you have. 
Remember that time, 
When you woke up, 

Warm air sweeping through the room from the open window? 
When you flung off your thin white sheet and darted outside to the sand covered deck, as the sun slowly started to crawl back 

into view. 
That was winter in Rarotonga. 

By Chloe Reynolds 
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Parenting Through Separation—How to help your kids 

when you separate. 

A short, four hour course that provides a wealth of  

information and well-proven ideas that will benefit you 

and your children. 

No charge to attend - Funded by the Ministry of Justice 

Saturday 16th July, 10am—2pm 

Saturday 20th August, 10am—2pm 

Saturday 22nd October, 10am—2pm 

Saturday 10th December, 10am—2pm 

Venue: Te Whare Oranga o Parakai,  

Te Moau Ave, Parakai 

Contact : Sharon Zand 09 818 6834  

sharonz@lifewise.org.nz 

Kiwi Kids Can Cook 
 
NZChefs are holding a competition at the NZChefs National Salon 2016.  
 

This event will be held at the Logan Campbell Centre (ASB Show-
grounds) on the 31st of July. 

A fantastic event for children who love to cook!! 
  
 
There is no entry fee and there will be some great chefs who will judge 

the competition and make sure the kids have an awesome time  
Entry forms available from the school office. 

  
More information is on their website  

http://www.nzchefs.org.nz/
Competitions/

Kiwi+Kids+Can+Cook.html 

Or phone 0800 692433 

The Pink Ribbon Street Appeal 2016 needs your help. 

  

On Friday 14th and Saturday 15th October the Pink Ribbon Street Appeal volunteers take to the streets to raise awareness and funds to fight breast can-

cer.   

  

9000 volunteers are needed this year to help save lives and help the New Zealand Breast Cancer Foundation prevent women dying from breast cancer. 

Eight women are diagnosed every day, and we cannot do it without you. 

  

Our NZBCF mission is to stop New Zealanders developing and dying from breast cancer and support those woman who already have the disease. The chal-

lenge is enormous and we would be grateful for your help to enable our work –through life-saving early detection campaigns, research into better treatments 

and support for women with the disease. Through the amazing support of people from our community we are able to support and educate others and we 

would be honoured if you would support The New Zealand Breast Cancer Foundation this year. 

  

To find out more or to volunteer please call us on 0508 105 105, or email us at pinkribbon@nzbcf.org.nz 

Coming up… 
3rd August 2016 

 NED presentation 

9th August 2016 

 Norwest Netball  

10th August 2016 

 Cross Country Years 5 - 8 save day 12th 

August 

25th August 2016 

 Cross County Years 0 - 4 

http://www.nzchefs.org.nz/Competitions/Kiwi+Kids+Can+Cook.html
http://www.nzchefs.org.nz/Competitions/Kiwi+Kids+Can+Cook.html
http://www.nzchefs.org.nz/Competitions/Kiwi+Kids+Can+Cook.html
mailto:pinkribbon@nzbcf.org.nz
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