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NEWSLETTER NO. 08
6th June 2019

Ehara taku toa i te toa takitahi engari he toa 
takimano


My strength is not that of an individual but that of a collective


Deborah Heasman


In our last newsletter I gave you an overview 
of our proposed reporting system and how this 
links across the year. In recent days there has 
been some talk about PATs (Progress and 
Achievement Tests) and Mathematics at 
Helensville Primary School. Here is some 
information we hope you may find helpful.

PATs


In March, Year 4-8 students completed PATs in 
Mathematics, Reading Comprehension, Reading 
Vocabulary and Punctuation & Grammar. These 
are a set of tests we conduct annually and are 
used by many schools in New Zealand, they are 
multiple-choice and provide valuable information 
for students, teachers and schools. The tests 
allow schools to compare scores with students 
nationally at the same year level. They are, 
however, only one test, taken on one day and 
results for individual students should be 
viewed alongside other assessment 
information rather than in isolation. 


Some teachers have shared PAT data with 
students and whānau if they feel it supports 
conversations around learning. This data is 
available for your child if you want to see it.


Our upcoming reports look at achievement 
across the whole of Reading, Writing and 
Mathematics. They are a teacher judgement 
based on a range of assessments (like PATs), 
observation of students, conferencing with 
students, bookwork, online work, etc.


Mathematics


As we already knew, our Mathematics 
achievement is a little lower than the national 
picture in PATs. Across our school and our local 
Community of Learning schools (Te Kāhui Ako o 
Kaipara), we have been aware of this trend and 
are concentrating on this as a school focus. Last 
year, we examined student achievement in place 
value and found that it was an area for 
development. Our neighbouring schools have 
identified similar patterns. This year, we have 
adopted a well researched assessment tool with 
back up resources to support a focus on place 
value. We are monitoring this carefully and 
providing teachers with relevant professional 
development.


Should you have any questions, please feel free 
to ask.

When all of these judgements are completed 
and collated, we will be sharing the data with 
the Board of Trustees and then whānau. This 
data provides a much clearer picture of how 
students are progressing rather than looking at 
one assessment alone. Many of our students 
will also get to see this data and talk about 
what it means.


Earlier this year, Year 5-8 students had the 
opportunity to look at last year’s data. They 
engaged in lively discussions about patterns and 
trends and considered what they thought might 
influence the data. We will continue to have 
these important conversations with them.
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New Ways of Reporting at  Helensville Primary School 

 

This year we have made some changes to the ways we are sharing information with families/whānau. 
 
Conversations about how students are progressing and achieving across the curriculum should be                         
meaningful and ongoing. Sharing information is an essential part of this process. 
 
We have been looking at ways to shift from reporting to parents and whānau as a twice­yearly ‘compliance’                                   
activity to ongoing information sharing with and between ākonga (students), parents/whānau and teachers. 
 
Our new twice­yearly report forms only one part of our overall reporting process. It shows student progress                                 
and achievement against national achievement objectives in Reading, Writing and Maths, and against an                           
effort matrix. It also offers a general comment on the student’s learning and participation in the wider                                 
curriculum as well as a record of attendance. 
 
The other elements of information sharing used at HPS are the Learner Map Conferences and Seesaw.                               
Throughout this year, teachers and students have worked hard to share as much as possible about learning                                 
on Seesaw. We are continuing to develop ways to make this as authentic and meaningful as possible. All                                   
whānau members are encouraged to be a part of their students’ learning and write comments back to them.  
 
To make the most of the opportunity when responding to work on Seesaw we encourage whānau to be                                   
quite specific with feedback. Here are some examples of the types of comments you could make: 
 
1. A positive compliment about your child’s piece of work saying what you like about it e.g. “What a great                                       
effort you have made, I can see you have worked very hard on finishing your maths tasks.” 
 
2. A constructive comment to help enhance the quality or skill base of the work. e.g. “Keep working on                                     
developing your multiplication skills.” "I notice you've used colourful squiggly lines. They really look like a                               
caterpillar moving." 
 

Reports will be shared on Wednesday 19th June 
 
The reports are a summary of learning progress and a chance for students, teachers and whānau to think                                   
about what has been achieved and what the next steps may be. 
 
The reports have some of the same features as the ones we shared last year and some new ones. The                                       
reports will be shared on Seesaw (or sent home as a paper copy to those with no Seesaw access). See                                       
your classroom teacher if you would like support to access Seesaw or if you would like a hard copy of your                                         
report. 
 
Later this year we will be asking for your feedback on our new processes.   
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North Island Primary and Intermediate 
School Snow Sports Championships 
(NIPS) 2019 
Year 7 & 8 ski competitors Monday 26th August - Thursday 29th August

Year 1 – 6 ski competitors Monday 2nd September - Thursday 5th September

Attention Helensville Primary School Skiers!
Once again it is nearly time for this annual event at 
Whakapapa. It is the largest skiing competition held 
on Mt Ruapehu with over 300 competitors. Keen skiers 
who are able to negotiate their way down Whakapapa 
from Knoll Ridge (or similar mountain) are invited to 
register their interest and to attend a trial/training at 
Snow Planet on Tuesday 11th June.  

Should your child then make it into the team, the 
following days have been booked for ski training at 
Snow Planet: Tuesday 6th August, Tuesday 13th 
August and Tuesday 20th August from 12.00 – 
1.30pm, departing school at 11am. The cost per skier 
per Snow Planet session will be $46.00 ($36 for 
Snow Planet members) which includes entry, 1 ½ 
hours with a race coach and race lines. Payment will need to be made at the counter at 
Snow Planet before each training. Skis and boots can be hired for an extra $22.00, 
jacket and pants for $19.00 and gloves for $9.00.  If you have a Snow Planet RFID card 
please bring it along, otherwise there is a one off charge of $6 for this card, which 
allows you to access the lifts.  We will also require parents to provide transport and 
support with getting ready.

During the week of NIPS all competitors will need an adult to stay with them.  Because 
it is such a high risk event, we cannot ask another parent to take responsibility for 
someone else’s child.  Event entry and accommodation costs are expected to be 
approximately $350.00 per skier.  We would love to expand our core group of skiers so 
please email Helen Gafa, heleg@helensville.school.nz or see the office to register your 
interest. 
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Would you like to advertise here? 
Please contact admin@helensville.school.nz
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