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Kia ora koutou,

I must say, it is really weird starting at the school during lockdown. I had plans about my first term but they have all been blown out of the

water with level 4. It would be silly to interfere with existing distance learning processes without deeply knowing the school, so our

wonderful Phil Spriggs continues to lead the school’s operations whilst I try to get up to speed for a return to physical school.  I am really

impressed with our team of teachers and leaders, as well as the parents and teachers (PATHS) team. Amazing! I can’t wait to meet our

learners.

Like you, of course, I am confined to my bubble but with two older children who are studying. I understand how difficult it is for parents

and caregivers to run the house, their work, and the whānau.  But I have some insight and experience in remote learning that I hope you

don’t mind me sharing.

First tip is to not let your child get into holiday mode.  Routine is the key.  In the 70s (I know, I know), Alice Cooper released “School’s Out”

with its memorable lyrics of “No more school, no more books, no more teacher’s dirty looks”. The problem with this as something to look

forward to (no teacher’s dirty looks at Helensville, of course) is that research shows a backwards step in learning, called the Summer Effect,

when a learner takes extended time off from reading and maths.  If you allow this during lockdown, your child will be slightly behind where

they would have been if the routine of school had been kept.  It is hard to make this ground up.

Second tip is to run a timetable of your own. Plan your routine with the children.  You may need to use the internet as might other

children. Build a roster with your child or children for when they will be watching Home Learning TV on TVNZ, when they will do the work

allocated by their teacher (online and hard pack could add flexibility to the times), when they can play, and try to add reading time if you

have access to books (to reduce the Summer Effect).  Use everyday activities for learning, too. The kitchen is amazing for maths and science,

and household chores can build fine and gross motor skills.  Having said all that, try to be attuned as to whether your child is restless (less

time online) or tired (less activity).  Wellbeing is so important in times of stress like lockdowns.

Third tip is to encourage your children to ask questions and talk about their feelings about Covid with you. Find out how much they

already know and start with that. Depending on the age of your child, drawing, stories, and other activities may help start a discussion. 

 There is a lot of fake news online, so try to make sure they understand that they can talk to you and their teachers whenever they like. 

Finally, please stay in touch with the school. Stay informed, ask questions, and get guidance.  Iwi, parent groups, and other community

groups can also be a good way to support each other during this time.

When we come back to the physical school, I will be organising opportunities to meet with you.  I look forward to it a lot and hope you can

make it.

With great respect,

Noho ora mai,

Stephen Kendall-Jones, Principal.
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Wednesday 25th August- Kaipara Cross Country - Cancelled

Tuesday 31st August - NW Cross Country - Postponed

Wednesday 1st September - New Parents Morning - Cancelled 

Saturday 4-10th September - AIMS GAMES - Cancelled

Thursday 9th September - Rippa Rugby Year 3 - 6 - Postponed

13th-17th September  - Te Wiki Te Reo Māori 

Tuesday 14th September - Auckland Cross Country - Cancelled 

Wednesday 15th Sep  - Speech Competition -  Cancelled 

Week 9  - Production - 'Movie Night' Week - Postponed

Thursday 30th September - Winning House Mufti Day

Friday 1st October - End of Term Hui - 1:45pm
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"Yoshi Abraham in Room 2 had her poem selected as a "favourite

poem" for the Poetry Box August challenge!

 

It has been published on the website:

 https://nzpoetrybox.wordpress.com/2021/08/30/poetry-box-august-

challenge-some-favourite-sky-poems/

 

Have a read of Yoshi's fantastic poem below and then head to the

website to read some more brilliant "sky" poetry!

Yoshi Abraham's
Poetry

https://nzpoetrybox.wordpress.com/2021/08/30/poetry-box-august-challenge-some-favourite-sky-poems/
https://nzpoetrybox.wordpress.com/2021/08/30/poetry-box-august-challenge-some-favourite-sky-poems/
https://nzpoetrybox.wordpress.com/2021/08/30/poetry-box-august-challenge-some-favourite-sky-poems/
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support us...

If you would like to advertise your business here, please contact
admin@helensville.school.nz
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