
Kia ora Whānau

It has been a great start to the term with the thoughts of Lockdown hopefully behind us. The
children look refreshed and ready to learn and our staff have had time to rest after what was a very
challenging 22 weeks. Our pōwhiri was a very special way to begin the term and it was impressive
to see how many parents of new students were able to attend. 

We have had some changes to our teaching staff this term:
• Stephanie Deacon has joined the team in Kowhai Āwhina to fill the position of Nikita Riggans who
has gone on maternity leave. Stephanie is an experienced teacher who is looking forward to being
part of the Helensville community and building on the relationships already established.
• Jennie Mannington has also started in Kowhai Āwhina to work with our newer students. Many of
you will know Jennie as one of our regular relievers and as a parent. We always appreciate that she
is able to start with us as the roll grows at this time of year.
• Raine Terry will be on leave for Term Three and Kelly Clark who is a long-standing staff member
at Helensville will teach in Room 23 for Term 3.
• Laura Clayton also re-joins us this term teaching two days in Room 15 and one day in Room 23.
Laura has been working as a relief teacher at Helensville for several 
years and knows the school, our community and students well.
We are lucky to have such high calibre staff available to take 
up these rolls for us as many schools are finding it difficult to 
obtain teachers at this time of year.

The term calendar is full of exciting learning opportunities and 
events so look online and put dates in your diaries now so we 
can share the successes of our children and community. 

HELENSVILLE
PRIMARY SCHOOL

July 2020, Issue 12 Helensville Primary School Newsletter

Page 1



2

Oct 2020, Vol. 1 The Beechtown Elementary School Newspaper

We would like to welcome 
Olivia Bishop, Kyzah Jones, Evelyn Kidd, Logan Tonga, Tiana

Kilmartin, Riley Heke-McCawe and Leah Andrews 
our newest members of Helensville Primary School.
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Our Values Voucher Winners 
for this week are...

Hendrix - R2
Miller -R2
Kiran - R8
Ari  - R8

Carlos- R10

Our Values Voucher Winners for
the last week of Term 2 are...

Tate - R3
Zach - R2
Jock - R16
Evan - R17

Miller R2

The following
students have

gained a 
GOLD

Certificate in
Mathletics.

Congratulations
to

Ethan Roy,
Ahana Jangra

and Renee
Biggelar

Celebrations.
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Celebrations

I I tutuki pai ai tātou te pōwhiri I te rangi tuatahi o te wahanga nei! 

On the first Monday of this term, we hosted a pōwhiri for our new
tamariki, whānau and commissioner Terry Bates.  We were very lucky

to have Matua Rihari Nahi present as our kaimihi. He reiterated the
significance of the land that our school stands upon being gifted by our

local iwi of Ngāti Whātua. Both Lennox Samuel and Jock Steedman
stood with mana as they delivered their pepeha and mihi to our guests.
Ngā Mātāmua who have now commenced after-school practises in lead
up to our next big events have kicked off this cultural term with a bang

as demonstrated in the haka pōwhiri they performed.



2

Oct 2020, Vol. 1 The Beechtown Elementary School Newspaper

Page 4

Celebrations

Cara Pinnell
Our Term 2 Good Sort is Cara Pinnell.  An active participant in the school community, Cara is involved on
many different levels with Helensville Primary School, most prominently as a member of the previous
Board of Trustees.
Many of you will know Cara who has been a member of PATHS for over five years and has played an
important role in many fundraising activities.  The accomplishment that Cara is most proud of in her time
with PATHS is the Senior Playground.  The playground was an objective prior to Cara joining and took a
huge team effort over her five years, which culminated in the installation of the final piece just after
lockdown this year.  An impressive $116,000 in total was raised through many many projects and events
organised by the committed PATHS team.
According to Cara, working hard, being active in the community and pitching in is a family tradition.  Cara
grew up in Paeroa where her parents ran a coffee lounge and function centre.  “It was hard work, seven
days a week” Cara remembers.  As well as providing a welcoming place for locals to have good food and
a catch up, the function centre hosted everything from meetings to weddings.  Even Cara’s future
mother-in-law tied the knot in the popular venue.
Cara’s father was a well-known figure in Paeroa, becoming the person that everyone called when
catering assistance was required.  Always happy to help out when needed, he went on to be awarded a
Queen’s Service Medal by the Governor General in recognition of his services to the Paeroa Community. 
 “I have big shoes to fill” Cara remarks.
Cara is no stranger to working under pressure and coordinating fast-moving, complex projects. 
 Professionally, she has worked in television production for over 20 years, news editing and recently
directing multifaceted live news broadcasts.  Apart from being a member of PATHS and having served
on the Board of Trustees, Cara also manages a netball team, is volunteering her time to tutor maths and
is helping to organise Te Pō Arohia Ake - an upcoming event celebrating Māori and Pasifika students at
HPS.  “People contribute what they can” Cara notes, “If you have time, you give time.  I’m lucky that I
have some time since I work freelance and I’m a doer.  Just give me a job.”
Cara speaks very highly of the skills and talents of those she has had the opportunity to work with in her
various roles at Helensville Primary School.  “The Helensville Community is unique and diverse” Cara
states, “the contribution which is made by both businesses and individuals to needs throughout the
community is amazing.  I’m happy to be a part of it.  I’ve learned so many new things and become friends
with people I value and admire.”  
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School Notices

Online Bullying
One in five young people in New Zealand have been the target of online bullying - It can happen
to anyone, and it can be hard for parents to deal with. Netsafe has advice for parents on what to
do if you think your child is being bullied online:

Stay Calm: Your child needs to be able to talk to you and know that you'll be level headed,
thoughtful and helpful in your response.
Evaluate the situation:  It's important to know exactly what's going on before you can work out
what to do next. Is it a few off hand remarks, or is it something more serious?
Understand how your child is being affected: If your child is upset about a situation, let them
know that you understand and it's OK to be upset, but also that you are really pleased they came
to talk to you.
Avoid taking away the technology: Taking away your child's laptop or mobile phone can alienate
them from their most important network - their peers and it will probably mean they will be less
likely to talk to you when things don't go as planned in the future. If you don't already have a plan
in place, work out together what your next steps might be, and it could involve seeking further
support. 
Block or Report Content: Teach your child how to use features available on most social
networking sites including blocking and unfriending people and reporting content. You should also
show them how to update privacy settings on social media - if you're not sure how, visit the
safety centres of the social media platform they use. You may want to block phone numbers that
are sending bullying or abusive messages. You can find instructions for blocking numbers on your
phone by searching online.  Use the words "how to block phone numbers" + the model of your
phone.
Ask for help: You can contact Netsafe at any time for free help and advice on what you might be
able to do to help your child. If the bullying is happening at school, or involves students at the
school, you can also contact your child's teacher to talk about the situation and options available
to resolve things.

For more information about online bullying visit netsafe.org.nz/parents-bullying



2

Oct 2020, Vol. 1 The Beechtown Elementary School Newspaper

Page 6

Dates for your Calendar

Tuesday 4th August: BYOD Parent Information Evening

Friday 7th August: Yr 3-8 Cross Country Event

Friday 21st August: Teacher Only Day 
                                School closed for instruction.

Tuesday 1st September @ 8.30am-5.30pm:
                                Learner Conferences
                                School closed for instruction.

Friday 4th September: Yr 0-2 Cross Country Event

Friday 25th September: End of Term 3

Further information to follow

School Notices
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School Notices
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School Notices

Helensville Primary School
Ngā Taonga o Te Awaroa

Learner Conferences

Enter your name, your student’s name and your email address.

Our postponed Learner Conferences will be on Tuesday 1st September. The school will

be closed for instruction on this day. Each conference will be 15 minutes long. Please

bring your child with you.

This conference will be different from those held in previous years and will build on the

one held at the start of the year.

Each conference will begin with the student sharing their writing with you, they will tell

you about their successes and next steps.

Teachers (and students) will then share a datasheet which outlines progress made across

this year. The datasheet gives a picture of where each student is achieving in Reading,

Writing and Maths.

There will be an opportunity to look at ways that whānau can support learning at home

and talk about any concerns.

Booking a Time

Conferences will be held from 8:00am to 5:30pm.

To book go to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code and enter the event code  8veak and

click Go. Then:

1.

       If you need to book for more than one student, change the ‘Book for x students’        

       setting and enter the other student’s name.  

    2.Choose your classroom teacher.

        If your child is part of Ngā Mokopuna or Kaipara Tangata, Whaea Waratah is also.     

        available.

     3.You will see a timetable showing when your teacher is available. Click on times to.      

        suit you. If you have more than one child, please leave a 15-minute slot between  

         bookings allow time to walk between classrooms.

       Your meeting timetable will be emailed to you if you click on that option. You can       

       return to the site and make changes.

     4.The office staff can help if you do not have internet access, need support or a      

        change needs to be made after the online booking closes at 5 pm on Monday 31st.       

        August. Pop in to see them or call 09 420 8005.
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School Notices

 ezlunch 
ezlunch orders are made online through your mykindo account.

You can order lunch by simply going to www.mykindo.co.nz
Order anytime before cut-off or schedule in advance. Lunch will

be delivered to school at lunchtime.
Click here to view menu 

 Unfortunately Launchpad (Bible in Schools) is unable to go ahead  this year. 
We will notify you of plans for 2021.

Calling all Knitters and Crocheters!
This year we have been invited to take part in the Arts in the 

Ville Yarn Bombing. 
We would love any odd bits of wool that you have lying around collecting
dust or if you have skills in either knitting or crocheting and some time to

spare to teach a group of children then please contact Karen Holleron
(karenh@helensville.school.nz)

Ag Day 2020 - Help wanted
We are in need of a parent to help with HPS
involvement on the Group Day Committee.

This involves attending a few meetings and to
assist on both the actual Group Day and on

our school AG Day. 
If you are able to offer some time please

contact Whaea Kylie
(kylies@helensville.school.nz)

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is running again from the front office at 8.30 each morning. 

https://shop.tgcl.co.nz/shop/pdf/school/helensville_primary_school/Menu.pdf
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Community Notices
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Community Notices
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support us...

If you would like to advertise your business here, please contact
admin@helensville.school.nz


