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NEWSLETTER 

Where we know what it is to be a learner 

My love of all things coffee is no secret, so when a friend recently invited a 

group of us to a ‘coffee catch up’ I was there in a flash.  Having moved away 

from Auckland with her four young children (two of whom are school aged), 

she was keen to share her experience regarding the change in schools.  



 

Helensville School - Where we know what it is to be a learner 

There were five of us in total, all equally expert in primary  

schooling (myself by virtue of my career and the other four as 

parents of current primary school children).  The proud ex-

Aucklander launched into a detailed comparison between their 

new school and their previous one, which led to some fervent 

discussion around what makes a good school.  The group consid-

ered: 

 The approach taken with homework 

 The facilities provided 

 The playgrounds 

 How many Teacher Only Days scheduled (I get it!) 

 Whether or not the school ‘teaches children to spell like 

they did when we were at school’ (since I like to keep my 

friends, I resisted pointing out that if the old days of school 

spelling were that successful, how come so many adults 

can’t spell all that well?) 

I sat back and listened, since I’m always interested in the views of 

parents.  When asked for my opinion, I agreed that all of the 

above are important, but suggested that the single aspect on 

which a school ought to be judged is on the quality of learning 

that each child is receiving.  These other components really exist 

in support of that.   

The discussion moved on to what it is that ‘good’ schools are  

doing which ensures learning is the focus and that the school is 

successful in delivering quality learning to all children.  The      

consensus of the group, based on many years of combined      

experience of schools, was: 

 low expectations result in lower achievement; high       

expectations result in higher achievement 

 parents need to be informed of how their children are 

doing at school, in a positive, honest manner 

 it helps when parents know what they can do to best   

support their children’s learning at home 

 School leadership need to demonstrate that they are   

primarily there for the children and their learning, (as   

important as building projects and fund-raising ventures 

may be) 

Although I’m the only one working in education, I recognise that 

this group of friends are indeed experts in schooling, as are all of 

you.  As parents, you know what works for your child, so we are 

always interested in hearing from you.  Just like the learning I 

took away from my coffee catch up group, I frequently walk away 

from a casual chat with a parent around the school and note 

something down to share at our next staff meeting, to include in 

the next newsletter, for my own follow up or to bring up with our 

school leadership.   

As a school, what is often of most value in terms of feedback, is 

hearing from parents when something is going well for your child, 

particularly in relation to their learning.  We are always curious to 

know:  

 What is it that you noticed was going on at the time when 

your child’s learning seemed to go forward in a bit of a 

burst?   

 What helped?  

 What was it about what happened at school that you think 

contributed?   

 How did the teacher add to this?   

 What did you do at home? 

 What does your child say helped? 

Please continue to let us know these things: in a passing chat, by 

email, a quick note (do any people other than me still write 

notes?) a phone call or however you choose.  We have a terrific 

team here at Helensville School, who without doubt have        

considerable professional experience and expertise, and as such 

know the worth of input from our parent community.   

At Helensville School, we know what it is to be a learner. 

 

Kia Manawanui  

Be Stout-hearted  

Kia Kaha 

Be Strong 

Eileen Brunton 

 

NEWSLETTER NO. 9 
15TH JUNE 2016 

Reminder that all outstanding 

netball fees are to be paid as 

soon as possible. 

Thank you to all the players 

who have already paid.  
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Life Focus 
 
 

16th & 30th June 2016  
 

For Upper Middle and Seniors 
 
 
 
 

Please let your child’s teacher 
know, if you do not want 

your child to attend. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  - TERM 2 2016 

16th June Life Focus for Years 5-8 

17th June Snow Planet - Have a Go Day 

19th June Barbarians Rugby Day  

20th—24th June Book week 

20th—29th June International Students from Hong Kong visiting 

21st June Ski Team Training 

22nd June  MusicRoom performance 

23rd June BOT meeting in the staffroom  @7pm - all welcome 

28th June Chess Tournament - Helensville School Hall 

29th June Junior Tough Guy and Gal Challenge - Woodhill Sands 

30th June School Disco 

30th June Life Focus Years 5-8 

8th July Last day of Term two—End of Term Assembly 1:30pm 

Coming up… 
 16th June 

 Life Focus for Upper Middle and Seniors 

 19th June  

 Barbarians Rugby Day 

 28th June 

 Chess Tournament at Helensville School 

 29th June  

 Junior Tough Guy and Girl Challenge 

 30th June 

 School Disco - Crazy Hair Theme 

 
Can all Juniors and Lower 
Middle children please have a 
change of clothes in their bag 
in case they fall over in the 
mud.  

 

If your child has succeeded in 
events outside of school, we would 
love to hear from you.  

 

 

 

Congratulations to the  

Helensville School  

Board of Trustees 

Neil Hilton 

John Olsen 

Nicola Reynolds 

Daniel Makin 

Peter Edlington 

Krick Evans—Staff Trustee 



 

Helensville School - Where we know what it is to be a learner 

Welcome 

A very warm welcome to our new students and their families:   

Alexia, Anica, Luan, Ravin, Phoenix and Metallica   

It’s lovely to have you at our wonderful school. 

30th June 2016 

School Disco - Tickets on sale now $5.00 ea 
                                          

                                             Theme: Crazy Hair 

Twenty students from Helensville Primary enjoyed participating in the 2016 Norwest Mathex competition held at Kaipara College last 

Friday.  This is the second consecutive year that the event has been held, organised by Jo Knox (Helensville Primary School Maths      

Specialist Teacher) and Paige Bayliss (Maths Specialist Teacher at Kaipara College). The day included three mathematics competitions - 

one for year 5/6 students, one for year 7 students and one for year 8 students.  In total, 38 teams of four students from ten North-West 

schools (Helensville Primary, St Paul’s Primary, Waimauku, Marina View, Massey primary, Waitakere Primary, Hare Krishna School,   

Parakai School, Hobsonville Primary, Huapai School and Riverhead) competed.  Students were required to work collaboratively to solve 

up to 20 questions - the winner being the first to finish or the school with the most correctly answered after 30 minutes.   

Helensville teams competed fiercely finishing 2nd in the Year 7 competition, 4th in the Year 5/6 and 5th in the Year 8 competition. After 

initially coming joint 1st with Huapai School and Waimauku School, Daniel Roy, Suao Asada, Brock Colson and Campbell Hilton were the 

runner-up Year 7 team in a tie-break event.  

It was also fabulous to see many ex-Helensville students at Kaipara College who helped out as scorers and marshals on the day and also 

created many of the problems used in the competition.   
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Book week 20th - 24th June 2016 
Friday 24th June 2016: Parade through the main street (weather permitting) 

from 9:30am  
Theme: Reading Around the World 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Room 9 (by the school library) 

Monday 20th—Friday 24th June 

Open 8:30am—9:30am Tuesday—Friday 

 2:30pm—4pm Monday—Thursday 

Late night Wednesday 6:00—7:00pm 

Huge selection 

of books at 

great prices! 

MusicRoom and the North 
Shore Brass Academy are 
pleased to invite all    
students and their parents 
to a free concert in the 
school hall on Wednesday 

22 June at 11:45am.  The concert will feature 
internationally renowned brass soloist Harmen 
Vanhoorne, as well as  advanced 
MusicRoom students from the 
school.  

 
 

Rachael arrives at a new school 
facing new friendship groups while 
Dylan is spending more time away 
in his room on the computer. Soon 
they both will discover how the 
anonymous cyber world will threat-

en to take over their lives in a way from which 
they can see no escape! 
  
 
MyFriends Dot Com explores the world of 
cyber-bullying and the importance of        
cyber-safety in a story that resonates through-
out schools and households everywhere. 
  
An exciting and engaging production that us-
es an energetic, fast paced narrative and con-
temporary music, MyFriends Dot Com brings 
into focus these vital issues to alert young 
people of the dangers and consequences of 
not taking the cyber world seriously. 

 
 
 
Put it in your diary now.  22nd June, 1:45pm 
in the school hall for the Upper Middle and 
Senior teams.    Parents welcome to come 

along to the presentation.  

One-day Holiday art program (for ages 7 - 

12 yrs) A drawing and painting               

workshop.  With step-by-step guidance  

children will discover how simple shapes can be used 

to draw more complex forms, then with acrylic paints 

they will transform their drawings , learning painting 

tips and techniques along the way. Fun and focused. 

Friday 15 th July 10.00am - 3.00pm,  

$45 Kumeu Arts Centre  

Bookings essential: email eion@eionbryant.com 

ph 4836703 
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Wednesday, 29th June 2016 

Woodhill Sands 

Entry forms available from Room 14 

(Please register your child online) 

Sport News 

 

Photos of our students having fun at our recent traditional Māori games        

workshops. 

Students from all levels enjoyed a variety of lessons in games such as Pātaka, 

Mutorere, Mau rākau, hand games, Poi toa and Ki O Rahi. 
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Luka—Bulgarian/Serbian 

Liam— Chilean 

Mayank—Indian 

Hari—Sri Lankan 

Our clever students, whose home          

language is one other than English have 

been working with Whaea Fran.  They 

have produced some fantastic writing 

about autumn leaves. 
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Sam McNamara  

Author 
Sam McNamara from Room 18 is becoming quite the celebrity. He 

has written three books called NIWA, The Mantis Shrimp Story 

and The Mangrove Story. (Sam has donated a copy of his book,  

NIWA to our school library, so be sure to check it out next time 

you are there.)  Sam’s inspiration has come from the work his 

Mum does for NIWA. An organisation whose mission is to conduct 

leading environmental science to enable the sustainable management of natural resources 

for New Zealand and the planet.  www.niwa.co.nz 

 

Sam was recently fishing off the wharf at Shelly 

Beach when he recognised Graeme Sinclair from the 

TV series Trade Zone - Gone Fishing.   Sam was      

excited at the opportunity to show Graeme his 

books.  Graeme asked if he could interview Sam for 

the episode they were currently filming, which of 

course he could not refuse.  

Sam also sent a copy of his book to NIWA New Zea-

land.   They are using Sam’s information to help 

with their research on the Southeast Asian mantis 

shrimp. 

 

One afternoon, Sam was passing John Key’s local  

office and decided the Prime Minister should have a 

copy.  Rt Honorable John Key was impressed with 

the work that Sam is doing for the environment and 

wrote Sam a letter.  

Sam is also on the Auckland 

Museum website.  Check out 

Sam’s blog. 

http://

www.aucklandmuseum.com/

about-us/blog/2016/working-

together-to-look-after-our-

oceans 

 

Photo of Sam signing a copy 

of his book for local author 

Ann Keane. 
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Our writing to explain! 

We have had so much fun writing to explain. Check out our writers of the week... 

 

My Marae 

My marae has a lot of whanau and on the 7
th

 

night of a tangi you have to leave the door open. 

There is a lot of photos.  There is 5 marae in the 

Kaipara; Puatahi, Reweti, Haranui, Te Aroha Pa 

and Te Kia Ora. At the front of the marae are 

the heke and poupou. I love my marae Puatahi 

too. 

By Acenshyn Rivers 

Volcanos 

Volcanos are extremely dangerous. When lava is 

cooled down the lava turns into a rock called 

pumice. When a volcano erupts lava comes out 

of the magma chamber and the boiling lava 

bursts out of the volcano. Mt Ruapehu is a    

volcano in New Zealand. 

By Liam Nasey 

How a hot air balloon works 

First a hot air balloon floats with fire. There is a   

director that steers the engine. There is a balance 

of hot and cold air. There is a lever that you pull and 

it will go and the engine works by fire. It creates 

pressure. 

By Keeyah 
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Room 12 

Check out Room Twelve’s  

Amazing Toucan Art 
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Helensville Primary School Tea Towels 

$12 each or 2 for $20. Available from the school office 
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School Disco 

 For sale…. 

Tickets $5  Spot prizes 

Juniors 5:00pm - 6:30pm (Y1-Y4) 

Seniors 7:00pm - 8:30pm (Y5-Y8) 

Thursday 30th June 2016 

School Hall 

 Fundraiser for our AIMS sports teams 

~Tickets on sale now~ 

Crazy Hair Theme 
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Full Size Guitar for Sale 

Excellent condition, used for one term of 
lessons with Charlotte only.  $200 includes 

guitar, RockBag cover and RockStand 
stand.   Please see Andrea in the school 

office.  

 

 

 

 

An afternoon of refreshments, delicious afternoon tea,    

amazing art and entertainment. 

Sunday 19th June 

1:30pm-4:30pm 

Kumeu Valley Estate 

927 Old North Road, Waimauku 

 

Tickets $100pp or $900 Table of Ten 

60% of ticket sales go directly to the Helensville Women & 

Family Centre 

 

This year Helensville Tennis Club have started their court resurfacing fund and to kick it off they are hosting their 

first ever Trivial Pursuits Evening.   

When: Friday 1st July 

Where: Rautawhiri Park Pavilion 

Time: From 7pm for 7.30pm start 

Format: Teams of up to 8      

BYO nibbles & drinks 

There will be raffles, spot prizes, prizes for the winners and a yummy supper with heaps of laughs as well.  Don't 

worry if general knowledge isn't your forte, you will be able to buy up to two answers per round!!  

Tickets only $10 and available from Justina on 027 224 0657 or justina.ruzich@xtra.co.nz 

So get your team together and join us for a fun evening. 

Te Whare Oranga Gourmet Week Nights 

  Are you needing to get the love back into your week night kitchen?  

Come along to enjoy an evening with food, friends and fun while     

watching our Chef demonstrate how to get “Four Corners of the World” 

from one Pot. 

Create the easiest Crackers and How to Flavour your own Noodles  

without MSG 

When: 20th June 2016 

Where: Te Whare Oranga o Parakai 

Time: 7pm – 9pm 

Cost: $15 

Bookings: Keryn Reardon 

Kitchen@thrivekaipara.org.nz 

09 420 9983 

The GeeBees, Music & Art, Jess Bailey, MC Mike Chunn 

mailto:justina.ruzich@xtra.co.nz
mailto:Kitchen@thrivekaipara.org.nz


 

Helensville School - Where we know what it is to be a learner 


