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NEWSLETTER 

Where we know what it is to be a learner 

It is hard to believe we are at the end of Term 1 already. It has 
been a wonderful time for learning experiences with so many  
opportunities available to our students. Camp has been on       
everyone’s minds and those children who have already had a 
chance to participate in this adventure are still regaling us with 
exciting stories. Those still to go, have a lot to look forward to 
and I am excited to be sharing that with them. 
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In our last newsletter I gave you some ideas of how 
you could create learning opportunities at home. 
Over the next few newsletters I will share with you 
how we approach ‘Inquiry Learning’ at Helensville. 

The New Zealand Curriculum (p34) states that: 
'Students learn most effectively when they       
understand what they are learning, why they are 
learning it, and how they will be able to use their new 
learning. Effective teachers stimulate the curiosity 
of their students, require them to search for    
relevant information and ideas, and challenge them to 
use or apply what they discover in new contexts or 
in new ways. They look for opportunities to involve 
students directly in decisions relating to their own 
learning. This encourages them to see what they are 
doing as relevant and to take greater ownership of 
their own learning.' 

 

The following model is our classroom tool to support 
this statement above. Our students investigate    
questions, discover information and gain further 
knowledge through this process. It is used at all levels 
of the curriculum with specific topics set and then 
integrated into our literacy and mathematics       
programmes as much as possible.  
Each stage involves the children developing their    
ideas and setting the direction for their learning. 

Firing Up Stage - is about sparking an interest in the 
topic. Finding out what we already know and sharing 

that knowledge. To give you an example of what this 
could look like here is the Miro Team ‘Firing Up’ stage 
and possible ideas they used with the children. The 
overall topic was selected from the New Zealand 
Health curriculum. 

  

Their “Big Question” was - How can I be the best 
me?  

 

 Walk a mile in my 
shoes... 

 Walk a mile in 
someone else’s 
shoes... 

 Discover myself 
and how I relate to others... 

 What am I the BEST at? 

 What are my strengths? What are my     
weaknesses?  

 I wish my teacher/friends/family knew…  

These ideas are then developed into specific     
questions for the children to investigate.  

Look for the next stage “Forming Questions” in a 
Term 2 newsletter. 

 

Ehara taku toa i te toa takitahi engari he toa takimano 

My strength is not that of an individual but that of the collective 

Deborah Heasman 

Principal 
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http://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/Archives/The-New-Zealand-Curriculum-OLD/Effective-pedagogy#Developing_learning_dispositions
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Mathletics Awards 
 

Congratulations to Emma, Ashley, 

Cooper, Loughlan,  Bentley and     

Michael who have all received a gold 

award in Mathletics ! 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  - TERM 1/2 2018 

11th April Hong Kong trip information evening 6pm staffroom 

13th April End of Term 1  - Assembly 1:30pm 

30th April First day of Term 2 

1st May - 4th May Rata Team Camp 

11th May Kaipara Triathlon 

14th May - 18th May Rimu Team Camp 

22nd May Norwest Football Year 7/8 Boys 

23rd May Rugby 7’s - Year 7/8 

24th May Norwest Football Year 7/8 Girls 

29th May Goal setting day/evening 9am - 8:30pm 

30th May Goal setting afternoon 

31st May Rippa Rugby Year 3-6 

4th June Queen’s Birthday NO SCHOOL TODAY 

13th June and 20th June Ski Team Training 

18th June - 27th June International students visiting 

4th July Rugby 7’s - Year 7/8  

6th July Last day of Term 2 Assembly @ 1:30pm 

23rd July First day of Term 3 

ӑ 

Harakeke or flax, has such an importance in 

Maori culture. What is the most famous 

Maori legend that has flax ropes in it, and 

can you name other items that could be 

made with harakeke?  

 

 

 

End of Term Assembly 

Friday 13th April 2018 @ 1:30pm 

Slideshows from Kowhai, Karaka 

and Miro team camps            

will be shown. 

All welcome. 

 

A very warm welcome to our new students,  
Nykko and Piper, and their families. 

We look forward to showing them all our school 
has to offer. 

HONG KONG TRIP 
Trip information evening for parents and Year 5-8 students 

who would like to travel to Hong Kong in November. 

 

Wednesday 11th April 2018 (Tonight) 

6pm in the staffroom. 
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Goal Setting Day 

Tuesday, 29th May 2018 

The school will be open for goal setting meetings only. 
What do parents/caregivers do at goal setting meetings? 

 Come - with your child 
 

 Listen - your child will do most of the talking! 
  S/he will discuss with you the expected achievement levels, his/her progress towards these levels, current   
    learning goals and how you can help them 
 Show you things they are proud of in their books and around their classroom 
 

 Prompt your child if necessary 
 What were you learning to do in this piece of work? 
 What were the steps you went through to learn this? 
 What helped you to learn this? 
 What do you need to learn next? 
 What are you most proud of? Why? 
 Tell me where you are in … reading/writing/maths 
 Which area of learning do you find easiest? Why? 
 Which area of learning do you find trickiest? Why? 
 What could we do together to help you with this learning? 
 

 Enjoy the opportunity to see your child in his/her learning environment. 
 

 Celebrate your child's progress to date 
 

After the meeting 

 Continue to celebrate your child's successes and support their goals. 

Lice are most prevalent in the school at this time of year due to 

temperatures. Therefore, please check your child's head for 

lice once a week to prevent the spread 

of head lice throughout the classrooms.  

For more information please go to: 

https://parents.education.govt.nz/primary-school/wellbeing/head-lice/ 

Eli from Room One had a 

big day of racing at the 

King of the North moto-

cross event last weekend 

and came first overall in 

his class! He won two races 

and came second in the 

third race.  Awesome result! 

Mila Laarakkers        
competed at the    

Muriwai Lifeguard    
Service competition 

recently and received 
the championship cup 

for the under 10       
Nipper Girls.  Well 

done Mila! 
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Litterless Lunches, How? 
Many of us pack lunch items in single-use plastic bags, aluminum foil, wax paper, or buy 
single-serving items that come in their own disposable package. Yes, these products are 
extremely convenient, but what is the environmental cost? Landfills are full and overflow-
ing. Did you know that in one week alone, Auckland produces enough landfill waste to fill a 
rugby field?  Packing a waste free lunch is not just a wise environmental choice, but 
works out to be less expensive as well. Many of our students are beginning to bring litter 
free lunches. One litter free way to keep sandwiches fresh is using wax wraps. You can 
buy them from www.honeywrap.co.nz, you could win one in our litterless lunch competi-
tion or making your own could be a fun holiday project.                          

See http://thisnzlife.co.nz/make-your-own-beeswax-food-wraps/ 

Allegra and Emer show off their beeswax food wraps.

 
 
 

Congratulations to the first two winners of out litterless lunch competition,             
Boston Harland and Ella Glasson! 

  

Sustainability News 

http://www.honeywrap.co.nz
http://thisnzlife.co.nz/make-your-own-beeswax-food-wraps/
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Year 5 & 6 Sports day  

Room 16 

“Eeek!” went the speaker as the main organiser began to talk. (Allegra) 

“Go, go, go!!!” I heard as I was running. (Shawn) 

Glug, glug, glug I heard as someone gulped their drink. (Ronon) 

“Swing!” As I swung my bat and smacked the ball.  Whoosh, the ball flew across the diamond field. (Te Ariki) 

“Crack!” went the bat as it thwacked the ball over everyone’s heads. (Millie) 

We have been weaving    

for art. 



 

Helensville School - Where we know what it is to be a learner 

Space 26 had so much fun at our Kowhai Team Overnight Noho. 

We made kowhaiwhai headbands, played titoria stick games,    

performed a drama piece of Maui and the Sun and learnt lots of 

new waiata. Thank you to all parents who came and helped us!  

Space 26 
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A word from our student leaders…. 

Here is a fun riddle for you to 
complete.... 

 
 

 

We found this quote and thought it was 
perfect for you because you have to     

appreciate who you are and what you 
do... 

Be yourself 

Because 

everyone else 

is taken. 

Our challenge for you this week is to learn the       
colours of the rainbow and their order. A fun way to 

learn this is to remember ROY G BIV. 
 

R- RED 

O-ORANGE 

Y- Yellow 

G-GREEN 

B- BLUE 

I -INDIGO 

V-VIOLET 

       Can you complete this number find?         
                                                    

Some of you may have heard of this and some 
of you may have not, but we want you to try and 
appreciate everyone for who they are. One way 
to do this is to use RAOK (random acts of     
kindness). Some things you can do to display 
RAOK are: 

 

 Helping out around the house and classroom 

 Saying “Hello!” to someone in the playground 

 Making someone happy when they are sad 

 Talking to someone you don't normally talk to 

 
 

So display kindness - we 

dare you to! 

Can you find any words? Remember that they have 
to include the middle letter and can't be any less 
than three letters. There is also a big word that      

includes all the letters. Have fun!  

Answer to riddle: There are two ”the's”. 
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Disclaimer: These are  community notices that are no 

way connected with Helensville School.  Parents should 

make their own judgements as to the safety and suita-

bility of any of these programs for their children. 

Holiday clubs 

Art day for children (ages 7 - 12 yrs.) 
If your child loves drawing and painting they’ll love this one-day 
workshop with artist Eion Bryant. With step-by- step instruction 
they will draw then create a vibrant acrylic painting, learning tips 
and techniques along the way. Fun and focused! 
Venue: Kumeu Arts Centre, Friday 20th April, 10.00am – 3.00pm. 
Cost: $50 (includes all materials) 
Bookings: eion@eionbryant.com, Ph. 09 483 6703 

Rippa Rugby Give it a 

Go Day!! 

Come along to training 
day on Wednesdays       

4-5pm and give Rippa     
a go.  

 

Great for boys AND girls! 

NO tackling involved! 

Come join us at Snowplan-
et for some more skiing 
and snowboarding during 
the April school holidays 
follow the link for more in-
formation and to book: 
https://snowplanet.co.nz/
programs-lessons/school-
holiday-program/ 

https://snowplanet.co.nz/programs-lessons/school-holiday-program/
https://snowplanet.co.nz/programs-lessons/school-holiday-program/
https://snowplanet.co.nz/programs-lessons/school-holiday-program/
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Please Support Those Who Support Us 


