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The vision of the New Zealand Curriculum is for our young people to be confident, connected,
actively involved, lifelong learners. The purpose of reporting is to share information about a child’s
learning, progress, and achievement towards this vision in ways that support further learning.

Sharing progress regularly is vital for each child’s ongoing learning and success. Sharing quality
learning information between learners, parents, whānau and school helps everyone to understand
and support the learner and strengthens our home/school relationships. 

We have been working on changing how we report to you, our whānau, in 2020. In line with the
Ministry of Education guidelines, it has been our aim to report in ways that are more authentic and
reflect learning as it happens rather than the written twice a year traditional model. Seesaw has
been an effective platform for this to happen and we have received very positive feedback on how
this has progressed.

You may have noticed a general comment about your child on their Seesaw journal in the last week
or so or will see one shortly. This comment is an indication of how the classroom teacher knows your
child and we hope you find it affirming. Following this, in the next few weeks, you will receive a
snapshot as a private Seesaw message to let you
know how your child is tracking in their learning. 
These snapshots are in place of the Term 4 written 
report you have received in previous years.

We will continue to progress this model of reporting 
in 2021 and look forward to the positive learning 
effects it will provide for our children.              
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Our Values Voucher Winners
for last week were...

Gordon - Kōwhai Āwhina Toru
Andrei - Kōwhai Āwhina Whā
Blake - Kōwhai Āwhina Rua
Kyzah - Kōwhai Āwhina Rua
Evelyn - Kōwhai Āwhina Rua

Our Values Voucher Winners
for this week are...

Charlie -Kōwhai Āwhina Wha
Annabelle - Rm 10
Hayden - Rm 21

Eden - Rm 21
Leonydas - Rm 21

This Week, the house who
gained the most house points is

BLUE
We would like to welcome Keenai Sinisa,

our newest member of Helensville Primary
School.

Huge congratulations to those who were a part of Te Pō Arohia Ake yesterday.
 It was an emotional evening for many. Thank you so much to all of those wonderful people who

gave so many hours of their time to make it such a success.
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HPS Good Sort
We’re excited to share with you a celebration of people who do amazing work at Helensville
Primary School… those who go the extra mile to help our kids and make our school awesome!

Phil Spriggs
Our Good Sort for Term 3 is Phil Spriggs.  If you've met Phil you will
 not be even a little bit surprised that she has been nominated.
 Described by friends as "short", here are some more things that you
 may not know about this generous and caring member of the school 
community.
Phil is originally from England where she trained as a teacher.  
Interestingly, she never taught primary school in England.  Phil 
emigrated with her young family to New Zealand and began teaching
 at primary school only after she became a member of a local board 
of trustees.  Phil has now been teaching for 24 years, the last two of 
which have been spent at Helensville Primary School.
Having worked for Auckland University prior to joining Helensville 
Primary (mentoring teachers working with student teachers), Phil 
says that she missed the school environment and building relationships with children.  So when
looking for her next role she "wanted to work in a school that was part of a community -
somewhere that belonging was important".  An enjoyable drive to work, "lovely country roads and
all the traffic going in the opposite direction", she says doesn't hurt either.
Officially Deputy Principal, Phil describes her role as "a little bit of everything".  Her main focus is
on learning and to support teachers.  No doubt her organisational and problem solving skills are
well utilised.  Describing her inspiration as "the children – the fact that every day we are privileged
to be able to make a difference", it's obvious Phil is passionate about her role.
Outside of school Phil focuses on her family, though some live overseas.  A proud mother of three
and grandmother of one, she describes her children as her greatest accomplishment.  Phil spends
her free time reading, crafting and walking and plans to "improve my Te Reo and to learn to quilt"
in the future.
It's clear that Phil feels that it is people that make Helensville Primary special.  "I'm passionate
about seeing children who are feeling successful and motivated" she states.  "I love that this school
is a community and everyone looks after each other.  I really believe the caring and dedicated staff
are awesome!"
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Kaipara Athletics Resultst
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Our Year 7 & 8 girls touch team represented HPS and the NW zone at the

Auckland Touch Championships in Takanini, last week. They competed against

teams representing some really big intermediates schools. The girls drew with

Saint Kentigern 1-1, lost to Takapuna Normal Intermediate 5-0, won against

Point England School 5-2. They finished second in their pool to qualify for the

semis, where they faced the eventual winners Holy Cross School. The girls

finished the day in 4th place.  We are really proud of their achievements, this is

the first time in 4 years a HPS team has represented us at this level and the

best result we have had so far! A special thanks to those parents who

transported and supported the girls on the day.
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All social media platforms including Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter and YouTube have a
minimum age limit of 13+. While we recommend that young people are not on social media before they
are ready, we also know that there is often pressure for them to become active in these spaces earlier.  If
they are interacting in these spaces before they are 13, its always better that they’re open honest with
you about using an app or site, rather than doing it behind your back. This way, you can help them make
safe and responsible choices online. 
Here are Netsafe’s top tips for setting up social media accounts for your child: 
• Teach the online safety basics: 
Make sure you’ve taught them the skills they need to make safe choices online.  This includes how to set
up a strong password, what information they need to protect online, what is appropriate online behaviour
and what they should do if they need help or if something makes them uncomfortable or upset. 
• Help with the set up: 
If possible, set up the account together, using your email account and their actual age.  This will help to
limit the inappropriate content they see. Pay particular attention to the privacy settings when signing up
and put aside time to when you can both explore the settings and functionality of the platform together. 
• Set boundaries and expectations: 
Sit together and come up with expectations around behaviour, screen time, privacy, who they will connect
with and what can be shared.  Let them know that you will be a ‘friend’ or you will ‘follow’ them – it is
important to be transparent about this and ensure this expectation is in place from the beginning.  Make
sure you help them to have a plan in place should something not go as expected.  What should they do if
something happens online that makes them feel uncomfortable? 
• Check-in:  
Research shows that parents are critical to the success of young people becoming safe, confident and
capable in their use of digital technology. Regular proactive  conversations at home helps to minimise the
damage if things do go wrong online. It’s important to let your child know that they can talk to you about
anything that happens to them online and that you’ll be there to support them no matter what. 
• Teach them about the safety tools available: 
most social networks include tools to block, report or remove harmful content. Make sure they know how
to use these to keep themselves safe.
 
For more information about keeping your children safe online visit netsafe.org.nz/digital-parenting/ 

Social Media 
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Upcoming Dates
                                                                

26th November: Auckland Athletics - Yr7/8

4th December: Junior Athletics - Yr 0-2
                          NW Dodgeball Tournament -Yr5-8

7th December @ 1:45pm: Service Awards Hui

11th December: Winning House Mufti Day

15th December: Year 8 Graduation

16th December @ 11am: Final Hui

16th December @12.30: End of Term 4

More information to follow



2

Oct 2020, Vol. 1 The Beechtown Elementary School Newspaper

Page 9

School Notices



2

Oct 2020, Vol. 1 The Beechtown Elementary School NewspaperPlease support those who kindly
support us...

If you would like to advertise your business here, please contact
admin@helensville.school.nz


