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NEWSLETTER 

Where we know what it is to be a learner 

How do we say farewell to a school 
treasure? Yesterday, we began a process 
to do just that, by attending the powhiri 
for our wonderful Deputy Principal,    
Andrea Clarke.  
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As you may know, Andrea has won the       
principal’s position at Kaukapakapa.  It was 
a pleasure to attend this powhiri led by 
Whaea Waratah, alongside a number of 
our staff, kapahaka members, school    
student leaders and community           
representatives. 

Andrea has been at Helensville School for 
11 years. During that time she has         
contributed so much to our school,      
especially to the professional development 
of staff and more importantly to the 
learning programmes of your children, who 
are always her priority. She will leave a 
great legacy of traditions, organisation and 
planning that are imbedded in our school 
culture. 

Here are some of the 
things children have told 
me about Mrs Clarke; 

“She always has a happy 
face for us” 

“She makes us laugh” 

“When you go for a green block she has 
cool stuff and smelly stickers” 

“Mrs Clarke asks us questions about our 
writing and how we can make it better” 

“I like it when she comes to our room and 
helps us with our work” 

“Mrs Clarke is a good teacher and she 
knows lots”  

“She treats us all the same so that is fair” 

“Mrs Clarke helps us when we have     
problems” 

There are many things we will miss when 
Andrea leaves, however the positive aspect 
of Andrea achieving this next step in her 
professional career is that she will now be 
able to share her wealth of knowledge and 
experience with another community and 
she is not far away. Her move will open up 
many opportunities for our two schools to 
create a positive and collaborative        
relationship, share our skills and children’s 
achievements, and learn from each other.  

Andrea officially leaves on Tuesday 22 
May and starts at Kaukapakapa on the  
following Monday. I am sure you will all join 
me wishing her every success with this 
move and in celebrating her achievement. 

 
 

Ehara taku toa i te toa takitahi 
engari he toa takimano 

My strength is not that of an indi-
vidual but that of the collective 

Deborah Heasman 
Principal 
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Mathletics Awards 
 

Congratulations to Bo, Georgia,    
Megan, Tom and Rhia who have all 

received a gold award in Mathletics ! 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  - TERM 2 2018 

10th May Board of Trustees meeting in the staffroom 6:30pm.  All welcome. 

14th May - 18th May Rimu Team Camp 

14th May Kids Lit Quiz 

20th May (Sunday) PATHS working bee at school 10 - 2pm - see flyer in newsletter 

22nd May Norwest Football Year 7/8 Boys 

22nd May Andrea Clarke’s last day at HPS 

23rd May Rugby 7’s - Year 7/8 

24th May Norwest Football Year 7/8 Girls 

25th May COL launch Kaipara College 

29th May Goal setting day/evening 9am - 8:30pm 

30th May Goal setting afternoon 3 - 5:30pm 

31st May Rippa Rugby Year 3-6 

4th June Queen’s Birthday NO SCHOOL TODAY 

13th June and 20th June Ski Team Training 

18th June - 27th June International students visiting 

4th July Rugby 7’s - Year 7/8  

6th July Last day of Term 2 Assembly @ 1:30pm 

23rd July First day of Term 3 

ӑ 

Manu.  

Manu is the Maori word for birds.  

What are some manu that we have around 

our kura?  

What attracts them to our bush area? 

 

 

 
A very warm welcome to our new 

students, Maia, Dayton, Rossi,   
Joseph and their families. 

We look forward to showing them 
all our school has to offer. 

 
 

Congratulations to Kayla 

Hutchison and Lara Middleton 

who have made the  

Kaipara Netball Year 8 Rep 

Team for 2018. 

Goals for the season have all come true for 
Piper, due to hours and hours of hard work, 

often riding after school in all weather          
conditions .  

Piper attended the Under 25yr old Equestrian 
Entries National Dressage Championships in 

Taupo during the holidays.  
Huge congratulations to Piper who is  

now the  
NATIONAL PONY LEVEL 1 CHAMPION.   

 
This is an outstanding achievement for a 10 

year old competing against much older riders. 
She has a clean sweep of three titles,       

Auckland young rider champ, North Island 
pony champ and now the national title.  
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In the immortal words of Winnie the Pooh  

As the time goes by super quickly to my leaving day of Tuesday 22nd May, I am having plenty of 

‘lasts’ including this final opportunity to input into the school newsletter.  After being here just 

shy of 11 years, I am under no illusions of just how much I will miss being part of the Helensville 

School Community. 
 

Teaching is such a privileged job.  In my time here I have seen nervous 5 year olds leave as    

confident 13 year olds, students that come not able to write their name and leave us proudly sharing pages of 

amazing writing, siblings being born and starting school, I have been alongside students and families for the most 

stressful, hardest and thankfully happiest moments in their lives.  I have so learnt much both professionally and 

personally from these times.  
  

Helensville School students are pretty special.  Last week, when I took my first time principal’s mentor around the 

school, without fail each class I went into I was greeted with hellos, plenty of smiles and children wanting to share 

their learning with me.  My visitor commented that this has to be one of the friendliest schools she has been 

through.  We’ve heard this time and time again, I loved hearing it just one more time. 
 

I think the proudest moment of my time here at Helensville was when we received our second 4 – 5 year ERO  

review.  The fact that our then principal Eileen Brunton was 

leaving and we knew of other high performing schools that 

were downgraded to a 3 year return time made it even more 

special.  It confirmed for us that the hard work we put into 

differentiating our teaching and in providing quality learning 

programmes, alongside the engagement we have with        

whanau, was where we needed to be heading.  We remained 

amongst the top schools in New Zealand.  
 

In any school, the quality of the staff you attract and then hold 

on to is key.  I know I am leaving some fantastic, dedicated professionals in front of fabulous students.  I have 

been incredibly lucky to have grown my leadership alongside educators who put what is best for their students at 

the heart of everything they do.  
 

If I don’t get a chance to personally say goodbye, please accept this as my thanks for your support over the years, 

and my appreciation for sharing the most precious things in your lives, your children, with me on a daily basis.   

The great thing about moving only 10kms down the road is that I still get to see them 

when our schools attend events together.   I have no doubt they will still be smiling 

and keen to say hello.  
 

Before he passed away, an uncle of mine talked about how he had spent most of his 

life wishing he could win Lotto, buy a flash car, own a house, go on an overseas trip 

and buy a boat.  His final words to us were that he should have never wasted his time 

wishing for anything but good health and close family, because in the end that is all 

that matters.   With this in mind I wish you and your family the very best of health and 

hope you will always be surrounded by love.  Kia pai tonu to hauora, kia karapotia e te 

aroha. 
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We would like to invite our school community to attend the  

official launch of our Kaipara Community of Learning. 

Friday 25th May 

Kaipara College  

From 3pm onwards  

Official welcome 3:45 in the college hall. 

There will be some stalls and fundraising run by schools. 

Activities and musical performances for parents and        

students will be happening, with displays from all schools. 

Te Kāhui Ako o Kaipara 

Our Community of Learning 

 

Students from Kaipara College visited today 

to spend some time with our Rata and Rimu 

teams, to get a student voice on discussions 

like “How do we learn best?”, “What do we 

like to learn about?”.  It was lovely to see some of our past students 

return. 
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Huge thanks to the support from our local 

Countdown store in Helensville. 

Every Monday they donate apples and bread 

for students without lunches.  

Please support those who support 

us. Shop at Countdown Helensville. 

Reminder to return all     

sports, Ag Day and 

achievement trophies, from 

2017 to the 

school   

office. 

More parent readers needed for 

Thursdays.  If you would like to 

join our team of fantastic helpers, 

please let the school office know. 

As from 21st May,  

breakfast club will   

be Monday - Friday  
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Helensville Primary 
School 

Working Bee  
 

Sunday 20th May 2018 
10am – 2pm (start promptly in the HPS hall) 

 

Free sausage sizzle for those who come to 
help with the working bee jobs 

 

Painting 
 

bring along your brushes 

Gardening 

wheelbarrows, shovels, rakes, weed eaters needed 

Bee Box Design and Paint 
Please contact Kim Godek in Room 21 or at 

kimg@helensville.school.nz for more information or to register your 
interest in helping on the day. 

mailto:kimg@helensville.school.nz
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Beehive Colouring Competition Winners 

 

 

 

 
  
 

Daisy  

Rm 15  

Chloe 

Room 11 

Megan     & 

Rm 24  

Congratulations 
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Room 23’s Inquiry Experiment 
 

The Rata teams joint inquiry topic this 
term, simply consists of a question,    
Plastic: Yay or Nay? 

To start our exploration on this topic, on 
the 1st day of May, Room 23 embarked 
on an experiment, that we called: Paper 
vs Plastic. We, behind the classes Room 
23 and 22, dug a hole to accompany the 
size of both a plastic bag and paper bag. 
Once both bags were buried effectively 
and completely covered, we came together as a class to gather our pre-
dictions and what we thought 
would happen to the bags. 

  

As a class we made predictions about what we thought would happen 
to the paper and plastic bags while buried. Most of the class believed 
that when we exhumed the paper bag it would be damp, tattered and 
almost non-existent. As for the plastic bag, a majority predicted that it 
would be unaffected by its prior surroundings of dirt, bugs and other 
organisms. 
 

Research suggests that many believe that paper bags are more          
environmentally friendly than plastic bags because they are made from 
renewable resources. The belief that paper is better than plastic is not 
based on science or fact. Paper 
bags will take around 8 weeks to 
breakdown (or 56 days), that is 
nothing compared to the plastic 
bag. Plastic bags can take a 
1000 years to break down in a 

landfill, but in everyday life it can take up to 10 to 500 years to       
decompose. 
 

We are all looking forward to extracting our experiment subjects on 
the 1st of June. 
 

By Kyla M, Jack C, and Scarlet P. 
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In Room 1, we have been learning  

about Earth’s Moon 

We wrote stories 

about what we 

learned about the 

Moon   
 

We made 

moons using 

cardboard and 

tinfoil 
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A word from our student leaders… 

 
We think this quote is really good for school 

because education is one of the most       
important things you can have in your life! 

Try to find as many words you can. Can you 
beat 15 words and find the nine letter word? 

You can only use the letters in the wheel once 
in each word, you must always use the letter 
in the middle (E) and proper names do not 

count... 
 
 

What has a face and two hands but 
no arms or legs? 

 

What has a thumb and four fingers 
but is not alive? 

 

What has to be broken before you 
can use it? 

 

Try and guess what these answers are, then 
come and see Kayla (R14) or Braydon (R24). If 

you’re right you will get 100 house points. 

 Where do pencils go for            
vacation? 

 

 Why did the melon jump into   
the lake? 

 
 

Try figure out these jokes. 
 

If you have an answer, see Kayla (R14) and if 
you’re right you will get 100hp. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rimu Team are off on camp next week. If 
you are one of the fabulous students filling in 
for us with jobs around the school (like road 

patrol) then we thank you! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember our school motto and        
always aim high in your work at school 

even at home! 
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At Helensville Primary School, we recycle as much paper and cardboard as we 
can through the Paper4Trees waste minimisation and tree planting programme. 
Paper and cardboard make up about 75% of school waste. It’s easy to recycle, 
it’s better for the environment and the cost is generally cheaper than landfill or 
rubbish fees. 
 
The Paper4Trees programme provides 30 litre recycling bins (free of charge) 
for every classroom. When these bins are full, the contents are emptied into the 
schools main kerbside recycling collection bin. We count each bin that is emptied 
on our new HPS TallyTree.  Each leaf represents a full bin of paper. 
 
We are rewarded with one native tree/plant for every two cubic metres of  
paper and cardboard we recycle. The native trees are sourced from 40 differ-
ent native tree nurseries around the country.   
 

For more information, visit paper4trees.co.nz 

Sustainability News 
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Special thank you to all the students who joined our 
school in the ANZAC Parade, walking proud in school 
uniform to mark the day the ANZAC’s went to war to 
fight for our freedom.  

We have many families in the community who are        
descendants of brave soldiers who fought in the war 
and who were commended with honorable medals to 
show their commitment and dedication during our time 
of war.  

The children showed patience and respect during the 
speeches and ceremony, standing silently in that heat 
of the afternoon.  

Our school is proud to be part of this important tradition 
and community event. 

ANZAC DAY 2018 
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Parakai Four Square Café 

EzLunch  
NEW Ezlunch Supplier!! Available Tuesday & Thursday! 

 

A new term brings a new ezlunch supplier to our school.   

 

Order any time before 9am on the day or schedule in advance.  

Lunch will be delivered to school at lunchtime. 

 

For all orders of $5 or more, Parakai Four Square will donate a simple lunch for a child in need at 

the school. 

 

Ezlunch orders are made online through your myKindo account. One account for the whole family! 

 

Get started now… go to www.mykindo.co.nz and click ‘create account’. 

 

Help? Visit support.mykindo.co.nz or tel. 09-475 5287 term time 8am-4pm. 

 

www.ezlunch.co.nz 

www.mykindo.co.nz 

http://www.mykindo.co.nz
http://www.ezlunch.co.nz/
https://shop.tgcl.co.nz/shop/index.html
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Parakai Four Square Café EzLunch Menu - Tuesdays and Thursdays 

Hot Food 
Oven baked seasoned wedges - regular $4.99 - large $6.99 (Sour cream, tomato or BBQ sauce) 
Sausage rolls $2   
Pies $3 - Steak n’ Cheese, Mince, Mince n’ Cheese 
 
Pizza $4 
Hawaiian, Pepperoni, Vegetarian, Supreme 
 
Scrolls $3 
Cheese and marmite 
 
Basic Sandwiches - Wholemeal or White Bread $3 
Egg & mayo 
Marmite & cheese 
Cheese and salad 
Strawberry jam 
Peanut butter 
 
Regular Sandwiches - Wholemeal or White Bread $5 
Egg & ham 
Ham & salad 
Chicken & salad 
Ham & cheese 

 
Fresh Whole Fruit $1 
Banana, orange, apple or mandarin 
 
Muffins $2 
Muffins - blueberry, chocolate or banana choc chip 
 
Snack Wraps Chicken, Beef or Pork $3.99 
8” wholemeal or white Farrah’s wrap with chicken, beef or pork and lettuce. 
Sauce options tomato, aioli, BBQ or relish. 
Snack wraps contain approximately half the fillings as a meal wrap.   

Meal Wraps Chicken, beef or pork $6.99 
10” wholemeal or white Farrah’s wrap with either chicken, beef or pork, and lettuce, tomato, cucumber, red onion and cheese 
Sauce options tomato, aioli, BBQ or relish. 
Meal wraps contain approximately twice the fillings as a snack wrap. 

Salad box avocado, crispy or smoked chicken $7.99 
Choose either avocado, crispy or smoked chicken on a salad of lettuce, tomato, carrot, cucumber, red onion.  
Sauce options salad dressing, light French dressing. 

Yoghurt sucker pouches $2 
Strawberry or mixed berry. 
 
Fruit Cups in Juice & Superfruit muesli bar $1 
Peach in juice or fruit salad in juice 
Strawberry & blackcurrant or cranberry & pomegranate muesli bar 
 
Seaweed Snack $1 
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Disclaimer: These are  community notices that are no 

way connected with Helensville School.  Parents should 

make their own judgements as to the safety and suita-

bility of any of these programs for their children. 

Community notices 
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Please Support Those Who Support Us 


